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WELCOME '

Thank you for downloading our Ultimate
Guide to Garden Rooms.

At Goldson Homes Ltd, we understand that
investing in your home is a big decision. A
garden room isn't just another building-it's an
opportunity to create a space that enhances
your lifestyle, increases your property's
functionality, and adds lasting value to your
home.

Whether you're looking for a quiet place to
work, a dedicated fitness space, somewhere to
entertain guests, or simply an extra room to
enjoy throughout the year, a professionally built
garden room offers endless possibilities.

« Our goal with this guide is simple: to provide

4 honest, practical advice that helps you make
the right decisions from the very beginning. By
understanding what to look for, what questions
to ask, and what makes a quality garden room,
" you'll be in the best position to invest with
confidence.

A garden room is more than just an extra
building-it's an investment in your lifestyle. By
creating a space that's designed around your
needs, you'll enjoy greater flexibility, improved
comfort, and a practical extension of your
home that can be used every day of the year.
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Choosing the Right Garden Room
for Your Lifestyle

One of the greatest advantages of a garden
room is its versatility. Unlike many home
improvements that serve a single purpose,
a garden room can be designed around the
way you live today while remaining flexible
enough to adapt in the future.

Before deciding on the size, layout, or
finishes, it's worth asking yourself one
important question:

How do you want to use the space?
Understanding the primary purpose of your
garden room will help shape every design
decision, from the location and layout to
the electrical requirements and insulation
levels.

Home Office
With remote and hybrid working becoming
increasingly common, a dedicated home

office is one of the most popular uses for a
garden room.

Home Gym
% Skip the commute to the gym and create a
fitness space that's available whenever you i
need it. ;

A bespoke home gym can be tailored to
your preferred workouts, whether that's
weight training, yoga, Pilates, or cardio.



Choosing the Right Garden Room
for Your Lifestyle

Creative Studio

Whether you're an artist, photographer,

musician, writer, or crafter, a garden room

provides a peaceful environment where

creativity can flourish.

Natural light, quiet surroundings, and
dedicated storage make it the ideal place to
focus on your hobbies or business.

Guest Accommodation

If you regularly welcome family or friends, a
garden room can provide a comfortable
and private place for guests to stay.

Family Room

Many homeowners simply want an extra
room where the whole family can spend
time together.
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Whether it's a children's playroom, teenage
hangout, reading room, or games room, a
garden room offers valuable additional
living space away from the main house.

Designing with flexibility in mind can help
ensure your investment continues to meet
your needs for many years to come.
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Planning Permission & Building
Regulations Explained

"Do | need planning permission for a garden
room?"

The good news is that many garden rooms
can be built without planning permission,
thanks to Permitted Development Rights.
However, every property is different, and it's
important to understand the rules before your
project begins.

Taking the time to check the requirements
early can save you time, money, and

unnecessary delays later on.

What Are Permitted Development Rights?

Permitted Development Rights allow certain
home improvements to be carried out without
applying for full planning permission,
provided they meet specific criteria.

For many homeowners, this means a garden
room can often be installed more quickly and
with less paperwork.

When Might Planning Permission Be
Required?

Although many garden rooms fall under
permitted development, there are situations
where planning permission may still be

needed.



Planning Permission & Building
Regulations Explained

What About Building Regulations?

Planning permission and Building Regulations
are not the same thing.

While planning permission focuses on where
and what you can build, Building Regulations
ensure that the structure is safe, structurally
sound, and suitable for its intended use.

Designing Within the Rules

Good planning isn't just about meeting legal
requirements-it's also about creating a
garden room that works beautifully within
your outdoor space.

Common Planning Myths

"Every garden room needs planning
permission.”

Not true. Many projects can be completed
under Permitted Development Rights,
provided they meet the relevant criteria.

"If my neighbour built one, | can too."

Every property is different. Factors such as
location, previous extensions, and local
planning restrictions can all affect what's
permitted.




Planning Permission & Building
Regulations Explained

"Planning permission and Building Regulations
are the same thing."

They serve different purposes. One deals with
planning law, while the other focuses on
construction standards and safety.

"It's easier to build first and ask questions

’ later."

Starting work without understanding the rules
can lead to delays, additional costs, or even
enforcement action. It's always best to
confirm the requirements before

| construction begins.

How Goldson Homes Ltd Can Help

Navigating planning rules can seem daunting,
but you don't have to do it alone. At Goldson
Homes Ltd, we guide homeowners through
the process, helping you understand what's
required for your specific project and
ensuring every stage is carefully planned from
the outset.

Our aim is to make the journey as
straightforward and stress-free as possible,
so you can focus on bringing your vision to life
with confidence.



Designing a Garden Room That Works
for You
A garden room should be more than just an
attractive building at the bottom of your garden—
it should be a practical, comfortable, and
enjoyable space that enhances the way you live.

The best designs strike the perfect balance
between appearance, functionality, and long-
term usability. By carefully considering how you'll
use the space and how it fits within your garden,
you can create a garden room that you'll love for
years to come.

Start with the Purpose

Every successful design begins with a clear
understanding of how the space will be used.

Ask yourself:
Will this be a full-time home office?
Do | need space for gym equipment?
Will family and friends be using it regularly?
Do I need room for storage?
Will the space have multiple uses?

Knowing the primary purpose of your garden
room will help determine its size, layout, lighting,
and overall design.




Designing a Garden Room That Works
for You
Choosing the Right Size

Bigger isn't always better.

A well-designed garden room should feel
spacious without overwhelming your garden. It's
important to create a room that meets your
needs while preserving enough outdoor space
for relaxation, entertaining, and landscaping.

When deciding on the size, consider:
Available garden space

Furniture requirements

Future flexibility

Access around the building

Local planning restrictions

A carefully planned layout often makes better
use of space than simply building larger.

Positioning Your Garden Room

Where you place your garden room can have a
huge impact on how enjoyable it is to use.
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Designing a Garden Room That Works
for You

Natural Light

| Position windows and doors to maximise daylight
throughout the day. South-facing rooms receive

the most sunlight, while east-facing rooms enjoy
beautiful morning light.

Privacy

Consider neighbouring properties and how the
space will be used. Strategic positioning, fencing,
planting, or screening can help create a more
private and peaceful environment.

Garden Views

One of the greatest benefits of a garden room is
staying connected to the outdoors. Position the
building to make the most of your favourite views
and landscaping features.

Accessil
Ensure there is a safe, convenient path from your
home to the garden room, especially if you'll be

using it daily throughout the year.




What Makes a High-Quality Garden
Room?

Not all garden rooms are built to the same ﬁ
standard. While many may look similar at first
glance, the real difference lies beneath the
surface. The quality of the materials,
construction methods, and attention to detail
will determine how comfortable, durable, and
energy-efficient your garden room is for years
to come.

A well-built garden room is an investment, and
choosing quality from the outset can save you
money on maintenance, repairs, and energy
costs in the future.

Strong Foundations for Lasting Performance
Every great garden room starts with a solid
foundation. A properly prepared base ensures
the structure remains stable, level, and
protected from movement over time.

Depending on the site and ground conditions,
different foundation systems may be suitable.
The right solution will provide long-term
stability while supporting the weight of the
building safely and effectively.

U eI e

A professionally installed foundation is one of
the most important factors in the longevity of
your garden room.




What Makes a High-Quality Garden

Room?
Quality Structural Framework
The structural frame forms the backbone of
your garden room. A strong, well-constructed
frame provides durability, supports insulation,
and ensures the building remains stable in all
weather conditions.

Look for high-quality construction methods
that are designed to withstand the changing
British climate and provide reliable
performance for many years.

h-Performance Insulation

Insulation is one of the biggest factors in
determining how comfortable your garden
room will be throughout the year.

A well-insulated garden room helps to:
Stay warm during winter

Remain cooler in summer

Reduce energy consumption

Lower heating costs

Create a quieter indoor environment

Quality insulation should be installed in the
floor, walls, and roof to provide consistent
comfort in every season.




What Makes a High-Quality Garden
Room?

Energy-Efficient Windows and Doors

Modern double-glazed or high-performance

glazed windows and doors play an important

role in maintaining a comfortable internal

temperature.

They also provide:

Improved security

Reduced heat loss

Better sound insulation

Increased natural light

Lower energy bills

Choosing high-quality glazing can make a
noticeable difference to both comfort and
efficiency.

Roofing That Stands the Test of Time

Your roof protects the entire structure from
the elements, making it one of the most
important components of any garden room.

A durable roofing system should provide
excellent weather resistance while
complementing the overall design of the
building. High-quality materials and
professional installation help prevent leaks,
improve insulation, and extend the lifespan of
your investment.




What Makes a High-Quality Garden
Room?
Heating and Ventilation
A truly usable garden room should be
comfortable in every season.

Heating options may include electric radiators
or underfloor heating, while good ventilation
helps maintain fresh air circulation and reduce
condensation.

When heating and ventilation work together,
the result is a space that's pleasant to use
throughout the year, regardless of the
weather outside.

Electrical Installation
Modern garden rooms often include a range of
electrical features to support everyday living.

These may include:
Interior and exterior lighting
Multiple power sockets
USB charging points
Internet connectivity
Smart home technology
Security lighting
Audio and entertainment systems

Planning these features early ensures your
garden room is practical, functional, and
future-ready.




What Makes a High-Quality Garden
Room?
Attention to Detail
It's often the small details that separate a
good garden room from an exceptional one.

Professional craftsmanship can be seen in:
Precise finishes
Neat joinery
Smooth decoration
High-quality fixtures and fittings
Clean, organised construction
Careful project management

These finishing touches not only improve the
appearance of the space but also contribute
to its long-term performance and durability.

Investing in Quality Pays Off

While it may be tempting to choose the lowest
quote, it's important to consider the long-term
value of your investment.

A high-quality garden room is likely to:
Last longer
Require less maintenance
Offer better energy efficiency
Provide greater comfort
Enhance the appearance of your property
Deliver better value over time

Choosing experienced professionals and
quality materials can make all the difference in
the years ahead.
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Understanding the Cost of a Garden
Room
One of the most common questions
homeowners ask is:

"How much does a garden room cost?"

The answer depends on several factors,
including the size of the building, the materials
used, the level of specification, and any
additional features you choose. Rather than
focusing solely on the initial price, it's important
to consider the long-term value your garden
room will provide.

A well-designed, professionally built garden
room can become one of the most used spaces
in your home, offering years of enjoyment while
enhancing your property's appeal.

What Influences the Cost?

Every project is unique, but the following
factors have the biggest impact on the overall
investment.

Size

Larger garden rooms require more materials,
labour, and time to build. However, bigger isn't
always better—a carefully planned layout can
often provide everything you need without
taking up unnecessary garden space.




Understanding the Cost of a Garden
Room

Design & Specification
The overall design of your garden room will
influence the cost. Features such as large
glazed doors, bespoke layouts, premium
cladding, and architectural details can increase
the investment while creating a more
personalised finish.

Materials

The quality of the materials used plays a
significant role in both performance and
longevity. Investing in durable, high-quality
materials often results in lower maintenance
costs, improved energy efficiency, and a longer
lifespan.

Interior Finishes
The internal finish can be tailored to suit your
lifestyle and intended use.

Examples include:
Flooring
Decoration
Built-in storage
Feature lighting
Heating systems
Smart technology
Bespoke furniture

Choosing the right finishes allows you to create
a space that's both practical and comfortable.




Understanding the Cost of a Garden
Room

Optional Extras

Many homeowners choose to include additional

features to enhance their garden room.

Popular options include:

Air conditioning
Underfloor heating
Kitchenettes

Shower rooms or WCs
Bi-fold or sliding doors
Skylights

Outdoor lighting

Decking or patios
Integrated sound systems
EV charging points nearby

While these extras add to the overall
investment, they can significantly improve the
functionality and enjoyment of the space.




Understanding the Cost of a Garden
Room

Think Beyond the Initial Price

When comparing quotations, it's natural to look
at the overall cost. However, it's equally
important to understand what's included.

Alower quote may not cover essential elements
such as:
Ground preparation
Electrical installation
Internal finishes
Heating

Waste removal
Decorating

Warranties or aftercare

Always compare quotations carefully to ensure
you're making an informed decision based on
value-not just price.

Budget for the Long Term
A high-quality garden room is designed to
provide lasting value. By choosing durable
materials and professional workmanship, you
may benefit from:

 Lower maintenance costs

s Better energy efficiency

* Greater year-round comfort

* Improved durability

* Reduced need for future repairs

Thinking long-term can help you get the most
from your investment.

———




e

Understanding the Cost of a Garden
Room
Questions to Ask Before Accepting a Quote

Before making your final decision, consider
asking your chosen builder:

* Whatis included in the quoted price?
Are there any potential additional costs?
What materials will be used?

How long will the project take?

What guarantees or warranties are
provided?

Will the garden room be fully insulated for
year-round use?

Is the electrical work included?

What happens once the project is
complete?

Clear answers to these questions can help
l avoid unexpected surprises and give you
: confidence in your investment.

Value Over Price

While it's understandable to have a budget in
mind, the cheapest option isn't always the most
cost-effective. A garden room built with quality
materials and expert craftsmanship is more
likely to deliver reliable performance, lower
running costs, and lasting enjoyment.

transparency, and customer satisfaction can
make all the difference to the success of your
project.

®
L Choosing a company that values quality, J
—
—
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Common Mistakes to Avoid

Investing in a garden room is an exciting
opportunity to create valuable extra space, but
like any home improvement project, careful
planning is essential. By understanding the
most common mistakes homeowners make,
you can avoid unnecessary costs, delays, and
disappointment.

Here are some of the biggest pitfalls—and how
to avoid them.

Choosing on Price Alone

It's natural to compare quotes, but the
cheapest option isn't always the best value.

A significantly lower price may mean
compromises have been made on materials,
insulation, glazing, or workmanship. While this
can reduce the initial cost, it may lead to higher
maintenance costs, reduced energy efficiency,
and a shorter lifespan.

Top Tip: Compare what's included in each
quotation, not just the final price.

Underestimating How You'll Use the Space
Many homeowners focus on their immediate
needs without thinking about how their lifestyle
may change in the future.

A garden room designed solely as a home office
today could later become a gym, guest room,
hobby space, or entertainment room.




From Initial Idea to Finished Garden
Room

Investing in a garden room should be an

exciting and enjoyable experience. At Goldson

Homes Ltd, we believe that a well-organised

process is the key to delivering exceptional

results with minimal disruption to your daily life.

From your first enquiry through to the final

handover, our focus is on clear communication,

quality workmanship, and attention to detail.

We work closely with you at every stage to

ensure your new garden room reflects your

vision, complements your home, and is built to

the highest standards.

Step 1 - Initial Consultation
=
[BoE

Every successful project starts with a
conversation.

We'll take the time to understand your ideas,
discuss how you intend to use your garden
room, and answer any questions you may have.




From Initial Idea to Finished Garde!
Room

Whether you already have a clear vision or are
looking for inspiration, we're here to offer
honest advice and practical guidance.

During this stage, we'll discuss:
« Your goals and requirements

Budget expectations

Design ideas

Site suitability

Timescales

Any planning considerations

This is also a great opportunity for you to ask
questions and explore the possibilities for your
project.

Site Survey
Once we've discussed your ideas, we'll arrange
a site survey to assess your garden and gather
the information needed to move forward.

During the survey, we'll consider:
+ Available space
« Ground conditions
Access for construction
Drainage
Sunlight and positioning
Existing landscaping
Utility connections, if required



Frequently Asked Questions

If you're considering investing in a garden room,
it's natural to have questions. Below are some
of the most common queries we receive from
homeowners, along with straightforward
answers to help you make an informed
decision.

Can a Garden Room Be Used All Year Round?
Yes. A professionally built garden room with
high-quality insulation, energy-efficient glazing,
and appropriate heating can be comfortably
used throughout every season. Whether it's a
home office in the middle of winter or a relaxing
retreat during summer, a well-constructed
garden room is designed for year-round
enjoyment.

Do | Need Planning Permission?

Many garden rooms can be built under
Permitted Development Rights, meaning full
planning permission may not be required.
However, this depends on factors such as the
size, height, location, and intended use of the
building, as well as any restrictions affecting
your property.

If you're unsure, it's always worth seeking
professional advice before work begins.




Frequently Asked Questions

How Long Does It Take to Build a Garden
Room?

Every project is different, but the construction
phase typically takes a few weeks, depending
on the size and complexity of the design.
Additional time may be needed for planning,
design, site preparation, or specialist finishes.
A clear project schedule helps ensure the work
— progresses smoothly from start to finish.

Can | Have Electricity and Internet?

Absolutely. Most modern garden rooms can be
! fitted with electrical installations, lighting,
i power sockets, internet connectivity, and smart
technology, making them suitable for
everything from home offices to entertainment
spaces.

These features should always be installed by
qualified professionals and planned during the
design stage.

Can a Garden Room Include Plumbing?

Yes. If required, plumbing can often be
incorporated to provide facilities such as a sink,
WC, shower, or kitchenette.

The feasibility will depend on the location of
existing services and the specific requirements
of your project.


















WHY CHOOSE GOLDSON
HOMES LTD?
Why Choose Goldson Homes LTD?
Choosing the right company to build your
garden room is just as important as choosing
the design itself. A garden room is a long-
term investment, and you want the
confidence that it's being built by a team
that values quality, craftsmanship, and
customer satisfaction.

At Goldson Homes Ltd, we take pride in
creating beautiful, functional garden rooms
that are tailored to each homeowner's
lifestyle. From the first conversation to the
final handover, our goal is to deliver an
exceptional experience and a space you'll
enjoy for many years to come.

Free Design Consultation

Let’s bring your vision to life! Schedule a free
consultation with our experts to discuss your
ideas and explore tailored solutions.

CONTACT

07752790872

goldson-homes.mailchimpsites.com
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